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Mark Those Calendars!!  

02/07 ~ Student Share Night and Ice Cream Social, 6:30 ð 7:30 p.m.  

02/18 ð 20 ~ NO SCHOOL, Mid -Winter Break  

02/29 ~ 6 th  Grade Movie Night ð 6:00 p.m.  

03/03 ð 06 ~ Read Across America W eek  

03/07 ~ NO SCHOOL, LEAP Day  

03/31 ð 04/ 04 ~ NO SCHOOL, Spring Break  

 

 

NOTES FROM THE OFFICE 

Remember to write y our child(ren) ȭs name(s) inside their coats so they can be returned if they 
become misplaced.  

 

Principal ȭs Forum 

Dear Families, 
 
We are fortunate to have a strong community here at Audubon. While our partnership includes 
PTSA activities and volunteering in the classroom, we also partner to provide your individual 
ÃÈÉÌÄȭÓ ÅÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎȢ 3ÔÕÄÙ ÁÆÔÅÒ ÓÔÕÄÙ ÉÎÄÉÃÁÔÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ×ÈÏÓÅ ÐÁÒÅÎÔÓ ÁÒÅ ÉÎÖÏÌÖÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 
educational process and school are more successful.   
 
At Audubon we provide all children with a rigorous and challenging academic program that 
allows each student to achieve the high standards we have set for them. We know that rigorous 
schoolwork is one of the most significant factors affecting student success in life. As we team to 
development your ÃÈÉÌÄȭÓ ÉÎÔÅÌÌÅÃÔÕÁÌ ÃÁÐÁÃÉÔÙ, you can help at home by: 
 



¶ Setting high expectations for doing quality work on all school assignments. 
¶ Creating a consistent time and space at home for reading and homework. 
¶ Recognizing when your child needs to stop, take a break, and enjoy playing. 
¶ #ÏÍÍÕÎÉÃÁÔÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÈÉÌÄȭÓ ÔÅÁÃÈÅÒ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ×ÏÒËȟ ÐÒÏÇÒÅÓÓ ÁÎÄ ÉÓÓÕÅÓ 

 
Reading 
Read alongside your child frequently; model strategies like looking at pictures for clues; sound out 
new or unfamiliar works; use the context to help identify difficult words; find part of words that 
you know. 
 
Writing  
Show your child that you write everyday; give your child time to think before she writes; help him 
create a plan (brainstorm); have your child re-read (out loud) what they have written; provide 
access to a word processor if possible. 
 
Math 
Show your child that you use math everyday; stress reading directions carefully; encourage and 
ÍÏÄÅÌ ÔÈÅ ȰÔÈÉÎËÉÎÇȱ that goes into solving problems (What strategy did you use?); play mental 
math games (i.e. addition or multiplication tables) when passing time.  
 
9ÏÕÒ ÄÅÄÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÈÉÌÄȭÓ ÅÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÙÅÁÒ ÉÓ ÅÖÉÄÅÎÔ through your engagement 
in school activities, volunteering in the classroom, and through the support you show our 
teachers. Thank you for your positive partnership. It makes an enormous difference in our school 
community and with each child here at Audubon Elementary. 
 
 
Warm Regards, 
 
Karen Dickens 
 

 

 

NEWS FROM THE LIBRARY -Elisabeth Wicks, Librarian 

 

 

AUTHOR JANET LEE CAREY VISITS AUDUBON 

On December 13th all 4th, 5th and 6th grade students enjoyed a session with acclaimed author Janet Lee Carey.  
In three sessions throughout the day (one hour for each grade level) she shared with students how she gets her 
ideas and develops them into a story.  She gave students helpful and concrete ideas for writing their own 
òscenesó using her template.  This activity inspired many students to create more interesting òscenesó in their 
stories by incorporating the five elements she recommended:  setting, action, dialog, sensory elements and 
thoughts of the characters.  



Her newest book, Dragonõs Keep, has been listed as a Best Books in School Library Journal and received a 
starred review in Booklist. 

 Interested students put their names in for a drawing.  The winning students ate lunch with Janet. 

Many students purchased her books, and profits helped buy more of her books for our library.  Each student 
received an autographed book mark.   

This special day was funded by the PTSA.  Thank you PTSA for enriching our studentsõ writing and reading lives 
and for bringing this author to our school! 

 

AUDUBON LIBRARY RECEIVES GRANT 

In November, 2007, Audubon Library received a grant from the Lake Washington Schools Foundation.  We 
are honored to have received this grant, which will pay for author and illustrator Nina Laden to spend an 
entire day at Audubon.  The grant also includes funds for our library to purchase autographed books from 
Nina to add to our collection. 

Some of the books she has written/and/or illustrated are: 

Roberto the Architect Insect, Peek -a-Who?, Grow Up, Brothers Van Groat, Romeow and 
Drooliet, Private I Guana:  The case of th e Missing Chamelion, The Night I followed the Dog and 
When Pigasso met Mootisse.    

A detailed list of which books will be available for purchase and the prices will be available soon. 

The date for this event is Thursday, March 6 th .   She will be at Audubon all day in the library working with 
different grade levels so that all students will have the opportunity to enjoy Ninaõs presentation.  Put the date 
on your calendar now! 

Thank you to the Lake Washington Schools Foundation for making this event a possibility for Audubon 
students!   

GLOBAL CHALLENGE 

Audubon has seven teams competing, and they will have their Challenge at Audubon Library on February 11th 
at noon.  All parents are invited to attend this exciting event for fourth and fifth graders.  Parents of students 
involved:  you should have gotten a letter at home last week.  Please let me know if you have any questions. 

 

BATTLE OF THE BOOKS 

We have a record number of 4th, 5th and 6th graders participating this year ð 27 teams.  The battles are going 
along at a fast pace since the ONLINE battle will be the week of February 11th.  The grand winner of Audubonõs 
Battle will be the team competing against winning teams at other schools ONLINE.  Lots of excitement going 
on! 

Parents please look at the Audubon Library web site to find out when your childõs team is battling, how to 
access the home online databases to which the district subscribes, as well as other information about the library.  
http://publicportal.lwsd.org/schools/audubon/ewicks/default.aspx 

Thank you for your support! 
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